
R12-4-404. Possession of Live Wildlife Taken Under an Arizona Hunting or Fishing 
License 
A. An individual may take wildlife from the wild alive under a valid Arizona hunting or 

fishing license only if there is a Commission Order that prescribes a live bag and 
possession limit for that wildlife and the individual possesses the appropriate license. 
An individual may possess, transport, place on educational display, photograph, 
propagate, or kill for personal use any wildlife taken under an Arizona hunting or 
fishing license, except that live baitfish may be possessed and transported only in 
accordance with R12-4-316. An individual shall dispose of any wildlife taken under 
an Arizona hunting or fishing license as prescribed by subsection (B). 

B. An individual who possesses wildlife or offspring of wildlife under this Section shall 
only dispose of the wildlife or its offspring by giving it as a gift, exporting it to 
another state or jurisdiction, or as directed in writing by the Department. An 
individual shall not dispose of wildlife taken as prescribed by this Section or 
offspring of the wildlife by selling, bartering, trading, or exporting it for commercial 
purposes. Exported live wildlife and its offspring shall not be sold, bartered, 
purchased, rented, leased, offered for sale, or used for any commercial purpose. An 
individual shall not export live desert tortoises (Gopherus agassizii) from the state 
without written authorization from the Department. The Department shall only 
authorize an individual to export live desert tortoises to another jurisdiction where 
they can be legally possessed. An individual may release live wildlife possessed 
under this Section into the wild, but only if the wildlife is not removed from the area 
where it was taken. 

C. An individual shall not exceed the possession limit of live wildlife established by 
Commission Order for that species. Offspring of wildlife possessed under this Section 
count towards the possession limit. If any offspring of amphibians or reptiles exceed 
the possession limit, they may be held in captivity for 12 months from the date of 
birth or hatching. Before or on the day the offspring of reptiles and amphibians reach 
12 months of age, the individual that possesses them shall dispose of them by giving 
them as gifts or as directed by the Department. 

D. An individual may propagate desert tortoises possessed under R12-4-407(A)(1), and 
may hold offspring in captivity for 24 months from the date of hatching. An 
individual shall dispose of desert tortoises at the end of the 24 months by giving them 
as gifts or as directed in writing by the Department. 

E. An individual who possesses live wildlife or offspring of wildlife under this Section 
shall report the wildlife to the Department as prescribed under R12-4-425 if the 
wildlife becomes restricted under R12-4-406. 

 


